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Abstract
Deputy Nazir Ahmad (1836—-1912) occupies a significant place in Urdu literary
history as a pioneering novelist, translator, orator, and reformist thinker. His
contribution to maktub nigari (letter writing) is equally noteworthy, particularly
through his collection Mau'izah-e-Hasanah, which reflects his pedagogical and
reformist vision. Unlike the ornate, Persianized style of early Urdu correspondence,
Nazir Ahmad adopted a simple, direct, and communicative prose influenced by
Delhi College and English literary models. His letters, primarily addressed to his son
Bashiruddin Ahmad, reveal his emphasis on education, moral training, and
character-building, underscoring his lifelong role as a teacher and reformer. This

study situates Nazir Ahmad’s epistolary practice within the broader evolution of
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Urdu letter writing, tracing its transition from Persianized artificiality to colloquial
clarity initiated by Ghalib and consolidated by Nazir Ahmad. His letters not only
document personal and familial concerns but also embody the intellectual and
cultural shifts of nineteenth-century North India. By examining their style, purpose,
and historical context, the paper highlights Nazir Ahmad’s enduring legacy in
shaping Urdu prose and establishing maktub nigari as a vital genre of literary and
social discourse.
Keywords: Deputy Nazir Ahmad, Urdu prose, maktub nigari, Mau'izah-e-Hasanah,
Delhi College, reformist literature, epistolary tradition
Authors: Prof. Suban Syeed
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